








THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

A wild cheer rends the air as someone far up in the stands recognizes the
flag of his country.

The spell is broken. The crowd, uncertain regarding the proprieties of the
occasion, tries to restrain its enthusiasm but finally breaks loose with a mighty
roar of welcome to the athletes — Kings for a day.

Following closely behind the Greeks, who have been given preferred posi-
tion as a tribute to the part their country has played in the history of the Games,
come the stalwart Argentines, then the other Nations, one by one, in alpha-
betical order.

As the long lines of athletes, strikingly uniformed, pour from the tunnel

THE OLYMPIC CHORUS AND BAND, OF FIFTEEN HUNDRED MEMBERS, SEATED IN THE WEST
STAND OF THE STADIUM, CONTRIBUTED AN INSPIRING PROGRAMME OF MUSIC TO
THE CEREMONY
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Tue OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

in an apparently never-ending stream, the real significance of the scene is borne in
upon the spectators. Enthusiasts and skeptics alike suddenly realize that here,
in flesh and blood, are the greatest athletes of the world — come to Los Angeles to
celebrate the Games of the Xth Olympiad.

Cheers and applause greet each team as it enters, and follow it on its journey
around the track and into position on the grass facing the Tribune of Honor.

Thoroughly in the spirit of the occasion, the crowd gives impartial recogni-
tion to one and all, and during the entire half-hour of the parade applause sweeps
the Stadium in great gusts until finally the teams are all in position and, in front
of them in a semi-circle around a color-draped rostrum, are the members of the
International Olympic Committee and the Organizing Committee.

The audience, glad for a respite, sinks into a restful silence.

The voice comes once more over the announcer. Mr. William May Garland,
President of the Organizing Committee, is being introduced.

He speaks a few words of welcome and then calls upon the Honorable Charles
Curtis, Vice-President of the United States, to officially open the Games.

A tense silence as all eyes swing from the rostrum on the field up to the
Presidential loge.

The Vice-President speaks, and again the announcer picks up his voice
and relays it to the waiting throng :

“In the name of the President of the United States, I proclaim open the
Olympic Games of Los Angeles, celebrating the Xth Olympiad of the Modern Era.”

The audience wants to cheer—and does.

Something in the air brings the cheering to an abrupt close.

From somewhere—from everywhere apparently—come the soul-stirring
sounds of a fanfare of trumpets.

Searching eyes are raised and focused on the eastern rim of the Stadium,
above the Peristyle, where, silhouetted against the blue of the heavens, high
above the athletes on the field, stand six trumpeters in pure white except for
their brightly colored sashes, the sun glinting from their long trumpets as the
golden notes pour out.

The hush, as the plaintive music dies away, is punctuated by the roar of a
distant cannon.

Then another blast, and another, and another, — ten in all, at intervals
of five seconds.

Someone points high above the trumpeters, where the Olympic Torch rears
its stately shaft.

From the brass bowl a wisp of smoke rises, then a tiny tongue of flame
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THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

rapidly grows into a gorgeous golden glaze, symbolic of the Olympic spirit that
has pursued its way down the ages, takes shape — to continue its illumination
throughout the sixteen days of the Games.

Scarcely has the final echo of the ten-gun salute been lost in the air and
the flame issued from the Torch when, from the white-robed chorus at the opposite
end of the Stadium, there rise the majestic strains of Bradley Keeler's “Hymne
Olympique,” and from the tall flagpole on the field in front of the chorus an
immense gleaming white Olympic flag with its five intertwined rings is flung to
the afternoon breeze.

As the last notes of the Hymn die away the musical rhythm is carried on
by the beat of wings, and from a flag-bedecked enclosure hidden in midfield,
hundreds of doves take to the air, swing thrice above the athletes in ever-
widening circles, making a last wheeling turn around the Olympic Torch, and
then dispersing in all directions to carry the message of the Opening of the
Games of the Xth Olympiad.

Murmurs of awe and admiration break into cheers and applause.

The announcer is heard again, introducing Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul,

UNITED STATES

361



XTH OLrYyMPIAD LOS ANGELES 1932

President of the University of California, who delivers an inspiring dedicatory
address and benediction, followed by a hymn rendered by the band and chorus.

The voice of the announcer sounds again. It is introducing Lieutenant George
C. Calnan, of the United States Olympic Team, who will take the Olympic Oath.

A tall figure, erect and military, ascends the rostrum on the field as a hush
spreads over the audience. He grasps the American flag with his left hand and
raises his right to the sky.

All over the field the athletes raise their right hands.

Then, in a loud clear voice, come Lieutenant Calnan’s words :

“We swear that we will take part in the Olympic Games in loyal competi-
tion, respecting the regulations which govern them and desirous of participating
in them in the true spirit of sportsmanship for the honor of our country and for
the glory of sport.”

An inspiring pronouncement, sounding the keynote of the Games. It brings
to a climax the Opening Ceremony exactly on scheduled time. Thousands in
the audience who had entered the Stadium two hours previously with only a
hazy understanding of the Olympic doctrine and ideals, have caught the Olympic
spirit whole-heartedly, through the impressive ritual of the ceremony.

Once more the voice of the Chorus is raised in song. It is the Recessional —
“Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, Lest we forget, lest we forget.” The great
Chorus seems to lift the audience heavenward on its voice.

Many an eye is dimmed with tears.

The exit march of the athletes commences immediately after the Recessional.
The announcer requests that the audience remain seated for ten minutes
after the last athlete has left the field in order that all contestants may be enabled
to return to their quarters without interference from the traffic following the
simultaneous departure of a hundred thousand people from the Stadium.

The Band renders appropriate music and, led by the Chorus, the vast
audience joins in the singing, continuing until assured by the announcer that
all the athletes are safely out of the traffic and well on their way.

Truly a magnificent demonstration of the hold the Olympic spirit has secured,
in the space of two hours, on a vast audience. That it was no temporary
impression was evidenced many times in the following two weeks when the spec-
tators demonstrated a spirit of international goodwill and sportsmanship which
would have been an inspiration to the good Baron de Coubertin.

The Opening Ceremony had become history — but there lingered in the
great amphitheatre a spiritual atmosphere such as must still hover over the ruins

of ancient Olympia.
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DETAIL OF ORGANIZATION

Explanatory Note : Members of
spectators in general who witnessed the
ous in their praise of the smoothness

denced by the clocklike precision with

— OPENING CEREMONY

the Press, Olympic officials, and
Opening Ceremony have been gener-
and perfection of organization evi-
which the beautiful ceremony was

unfolded. In February of 1932 the script, time table, executive personnel,
and individual cue sheets were completed and every executive given his

detailed instructions for this important event, months in advance, and there

were no subsequent changes. In the

succeeding pages this document is

reproduced in its original form in order to give the reader a peek at the
machinery which was operating behind the scenes and upon which the

successful presentation of this important event of the Games rested.
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Sports Director
(HENRY)

Associate Manager
(WILSON)

Grounds Manager
(FELTON)

Musical Director
(ROBERTS)

Stadium
Superintendent
(CHiICK)

Property Manager
(MANNING)

Manager

(FARMER)

Traffic Manager

(HUNTER)

ExEcUTIVE PERSONNEL
At switchboard of central inter-communicating house telephone
and loudspeaker control in Sports Technical stand.

In Coliseum box. The Associate Manager will be constantly in
box for contact by all executives on field and with the Sports Director,
and the Sports Director with staff on field through the Associate
Manager; the Associate Manager and Coliseum box, therefore, being
key clearing house.

Working out from Coliseum box.

In charge of Parade and musical organization.

Coliseum office and Peristyle area, with assistants constantly
in office.

Peristyle, at start, thereafter working out from Coliseum box,
assisting the Musical Director, etc.

Peristyle, President’s loge, I1.0.C. and Organizing Committee
loge, Coliseum box; thereafter will contact with all points.

After getting teams to Coliseum, station self between Menlo
Tunnel Entrance and field, and follow instructions herein.

PHASE I — PREPARATIONS FOR

PROPERTY MANAGER

Will provide, through the Manager, March Past flags and standards, bandoliers and

standards with shields bearing name of each country in English.

This equipment to be

ready by June 1 and stored in Concourse office over tunnel 2 for the Musical Director.

Will make all arrangements for delivery of large number of doves to Grounds Man-

ager on morning of the Ceremony and will be responsible to see that the Grounds Manager

has the depressed cage of right size and color and slide cover arrangement, etc., installed

in center of field.

Will make all arrangements for, and provide equipment for, ten salutes in center of

lawn between Peristyle and Figueroa Street;

Will assist the Musical Director at Village in dress rehearsal night before Cere-

mony (provided the Manager requires such rehearsal) ;

Will contact secretary or other manager of Presidential party the day before Open-

ing Ceremony and make definite appointment to meet him on Saturday morning;

Will meet secretary or manager of Presidential party on Saturday morning and

have parking space reserved on Biltmore landing or curb;

Will check to insure sufficient number of cars for official party;
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Tue OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

Will have police escort there at proper time;

Will have entire party leave Biltmore at proper time in order to arrive at Olympic
Stadium promptly at 2:30 o’clock P.M.;

Will follow such route as will have previously been established by the general man-

agement as the special route for all special groups during the Games.

MvusicaL DIRECTOR

Will be in charge of all music and singing and responsible to see that his assistants
tie in to the programme and time schedule;

Will station and instruct trumpeters, and have extra man with them with white flag,
on top of central arch, who will give the signal to the salute crew; co-ordinate extra
trumpeter and salute crew;

Will give instructions to salute crew, personally or through his extra trumpeter;

Will be responsible for the organization of the Parade of Nations, dress rehearsal (if
any), forming on Parade grounds, March Past, field formation and exit; will have two
or three men and will co-ordinate them with Property Manager to form teams on field and
on exit, and these men will assist him in forming teams on practice field before entering
Stadium ;

Parade Ground Formation — In order : Standard Bearer, Flag Bearer, officials,
women athletes, men athletes.

Will take over flags, banners and other equipment from the storage in the Olympic
Stadium and be responsible for return of same.

STADIUM SUPERINTENDENT

Will be responsible to see that the three microphone stands, at the main arch, Presi-
dential loge, field rostrum, are ready;

Will have field rostrum or microphone reading stand rest on speaker’s platform four
feet high, five feet square, waist high railing and decorated in bunting of Olympic colors,
located near inner edge of track in front of tunnel 6;

Will have white water-color semi-circle drawn behind speaker’s platform starting and
ending at track on both sides of platform, semi-circle line to be 150 feet in length;

Will tie in with public address, telephone, radio and newsreel crews in respect to
microphone installations at the three above specified points;

Will select and instruct torch man per this schedule;

Will make sheet for the Grounds Manager regarding dove cage and other necessary
preparation;

Will have two thousand chairs on parade forming ground for athletes;

Will provide twenty five-gallon bottle water stands, with cups, through water contract,
to be placed on forming ground;

Will provide suitable signs on the parade forming ground pointing to the Athletic
Building or adjoining public comfort stations, reading, with arrows, “W.C. — DAMES" —
“W.C. — MEN”;

Will have a double row of sockets in ground, on parade forming ground, for the
banner in front and the nation’s flag immediately behind, laid out with Musical Director,
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XTH OLrLyMPIAD LOoOs ANGELES 1932

to show location of teams when they arrive, and will help the Musical Director put the
flags and banners in place, according to alphabetical order of Nations in parade, with
guards on same.

TRANSPORTATION MANAGER

Will be responsible to have necessary number of busses lined up at Village and get
same loaded and started in four or six units, a minute or so apart, with police escort, to
arrive at Olympic Stadium at 1:45 pM. - all there not later than 2:00 p.M., the busses
to unload at Menlo entrance of athletes’ driveway, and park on Menlo.  (Possibly seventy
busses will be needed.)

PHASE II — PRINCIPLE OF OPERATION
SPORTS DIRECTOR

The Sports Director will give the “start and stop” by telephone on each item of the
ceremony time table that requires same; certain items, like the arrival of the Presidential
party, etc., being automatic and the timeliness of these automatic items, whether behind or
ahead of schedule, will require him to retard or advance the controllable items. The
Sports Director will do “key” announcing on loudspeaker.

TELEPHONE SETUP

House phone, switchboard in the Sports Director’s department, with stations to score-
board, Coliseum office, north office, Coliseum box, field manager’s platform, band leader,
Athletic building.

LOUDSPEAKER MICROPHONE

Central microphone in the Sports Director’s department, branch mikes in main arch,
Presidential loge and speaker’s rostrum on field, with cut out switches for the three branches
at the Sports Director’s station.

Loudspeaker crew will have a man at each branch mike with telephone to their head
man sitting with the Sports Director at central loudspeaker microphone in order to close
the Sports Director’s mike and open mikes through from branch stations and to close latter
and okey the Sports Director back into central microphone.

NEWSREELS

Newsreels will be set up to catch arrival of Presidential party at main arch, with mikes
on same pedestal with loudspeaker mike for introductions. These newsreels can thereafter
shoot field views from Peristyle floor, but will not follow Presidential party to loge. They
may go to points on field, to be designated later, if they have suit case portables.

Special newsreel set up at Presidential loge, with mikes on same pedestal with loud-
speaker mike. These newsreel outfits must remain out of sight at this point until show is
over, after taking arrival of official party and opening of Games remarks, or shoot field
from nearby points to be designated by the Manager.

Field Newsreels will take actions at field speaker’s rostrum, with mikes on same
pedestal with loudspeaker mike.
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Tae OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

Item Hour

1

2:20

Puasg Il — PROGRAMME — TIME SCHEDULE —

Manager

INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS

I1.0.C. and Organizing Committee line up in Peristyle Entrance,
awaiting Presidential party.

Lines up 1.0.C. — Organizing Committee, newsreels, micro-
phones, and checks each man on his job at this point.

2:30

Property
Manager

Manager

Starting time per tickets.
Presidential party arrives at Peristyle Entrance.

Arrives with Presidential party and immediately reports to
Manager.

Tips off man at scoreboard.

2:35

Sports
Director

Chairman Garland introduces Chairman Baillet-Latour to mem-
bers of the Presidential party, who then introduces them to 1.0.C.
followed by Chairman Garland introducing Presidential party to
the Organizing Committee. The two committees (without their
wives, who have previously gone to their loge seats) are lined up
at inner face of arch and sound movie cameras against fence at
top of center aisle taking through arch, microphones in center of
arch at inside face of scoreboard supports.

On word from scoreboard or arch mike telephone, make short state-
ment that Presidential party is now entering the grounds of the
Stadium and that shortly William May Garland, Chairman of
the Organizing Committee, will present Count de Baillet-Latour,
Chairman of the International Olympic Committee, to the Presi-
dential party.

Throw on arch microphones. Thereafter introductions will follow.
Close arch mike.

4

2:40
to
2:45

The two Chairmen conduct Presidential party to loges, followed
by 1.O.C. and Organizing Committee, band playing “Stars and
Stripes” until entire party are seated in loges.
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XTH OryMPiaDpD Los ANGELES 1932

Item Hour

Sports On tip from scoreboard, or arch mike telephone, announce that
Director the Presidential party will now be conducted to the Presidential
loge. Have band start playing “Stars and Stripes.”

Stop band when all are seated.
Manager Goes to Presidential loge and handles newsreels, etc.
Property  Reports to Coliseum box, and then goes to field manager’s
Manager platform.
5 2:50 American National Anthem played by band and chorus (two
minutes).
SP orts Start band and chorus on American National Anthem.
Director
Manager Report to Coliseum box and work out from that point thereafter.
6 255 March Past (band playing International Sousa marches until all
groups are formed on the field ; teams will enter Stadium with
Greece leading and the United States last, others in between to
be by nations in alphabetical order according to the English
language).
Sports Phone Property Manager at Field Manager’s platform to start
Director parade and band.
Musical With parade in tunnel will take cue from the Property Manager
Director  to start.
Band .
Will take cue from the Property Manager to start band.
Leader
Property
Manager, Take agreed-upon positions to guide teams, after circling track,
Musical . . )
) into proper positions on field.
Director,
Assistants
Musical Station self with band after teams in position.
Director
Property  Report back to Coliseum box, working out from there under the
Manager Manager and the Associate Manager.

368



TuHe OPENING CEREMONY OF THE GAMES

Item Hour

Associate Have assistant stand at Track between tunnels 6 and 7 and call
Manager to each Standard Bearer and each Flag Bearer the word
“TRIBUNE” for salute.
7 3:20 I1.O.C. and Organizing Committee form semi-circle on field as
last team passes Tribune of Honor in March Past.
Manager Get 1.0.C. and Organizing Committee members out on field in
semi-circle.
8 3:25 Athletes in position on field (music stops).
SP orts Stop band when athletes are in position on field.
Director
9 3:27 Chairman of the Organizing Committee delivers short address.
Sports “I have the pleasure of introducing Mr. William May Garland,
Director President of the Organizing Committee.”
Throw on field speaker’s rostrum microphone.
Manager  Will be near speaker’s rostrum, line up Mr. Garland, etc. Have
him face Tribune.
10 3:30 Chairman of Organizing Committee, at finish of speech, introduces
Vice-President Curtis and requests him to open the Games.
Sports After Mr. Garland asks Vice-President Curtis to open Games,
Director close field mike.
11 3:32 Vice-President Curtis opens the Games of the Xth Olympiad
(Protocol text for Vice-President Curtis).
Sports Throw on microphone in Presidential loge. Vice-President Curtis
Director speaks — (Protocol).
Manager In charge of Presidential loge, organizing newsreels, etc.
SP orts Close Vice-President Curtis’s mike at close of his speech.
Director
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Item Hour

12 3:34 Fanfare of trumpets at top of Peristyle.

Sports Phone scoreboard and start trumpeters at top of center arch,
Director  Peristyle.

Extra Prepares to wigwag to salute crew.
Trumpeter

13 3:35 Ten salutes in front of Stadium (following last of trumpets, five
seconds apart).

Extra At finish of trumpet sound wave white flag to salute crew.
Trumpeter
Salute When white flag on top of center arch is waved, at end of trumpet
Crew call, fire ten salutes, five seconds apart.
14 3:37 Olympic Torch lighted (immediately upon the last of ten salutes).
Torch Man Start the Torch burning at the eighth cannon salute.

15 3:37 Olympic Hymn by band and chorus (Hymn by Bradley Keeler
unless new official hymn is furnished) ; raise Olympic Flag very
slowly during Hymn.

SI_D orts Start band and chorus on “Olympic Hymn.”
Director
Mustcal Director Raise Olympic flag very slowly during Hymn.
and Color Guard
16 3:42 Release doves (during last of Hymn).

Property
Manager

Manager

Associate
Manager’s
Assistant

I1.0.C. and Organizing Committee return to seats.

Release doves.

Conduct I.0.C. and Organizing Committee to seats.

Have Dr. Sproul ready to cross track for speaker’s rostrum. Have
him face Tribune.
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Item Hour

17 3:45 Dedication address and benediction (Robert Gordon Sproul, Presi-
dent of the University of California — a non-sectarian address
not to exceed five minutes).

Sports As Dr. Sproul steps on platform introduce him : “I now have

Director the pleasure of introducing Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul, President
of the University of California, who will deliver the dedicatory
address.”

Throw on field speaker’s microphone.

18 3:50 Sacred Hymn by band and chorus (neutral and non-sectarian
selection).  Flag bearers occupy semi-circle relinquished by
Committees.

Sports
; Start band and chorus — Sacred Hymn.

Director

Manager,

Property  Bring flag bearers into semi-circle relinquished by Committees.

Manager

Property  Produce American athlete who is to give the oath and have him

Manager  standing with American flag bearer in semi-circle.

(Tell him earlier to come forward with his flag bearer when the
latter comes into the semi-circle.)

19 3:55 Olympic oath by athletes.

Sports “I will now introduce [name of athlete chosen], who will read

Director  the Olympic oath, which oath will be taken by all of the assembled
competitors with their right hands raised.”

Manager Put printed copy of oath on reading stand and get athlete on
rostrum, and have American flag bearer standing at left side of
athlete.

Athlete Hold corner of American flag in left hand, raise right hand and
read oath. Face Tribune.

SP orts After athlete finishes oath, close field mike.

Director
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Item Hour
20 4:00

Sports
Director

Traffic
Manager

Musical
Director,

Property Manager

Property
Manager

Manager

Musical
Director

Musical Director
and Assistants

ANGELES 1932

The Recessional (by band and chorus).
Exit March of nations, groups in reverse order (no counter
march).

Start band and chorus, “The Recessional.”

Have busses and police escort ready before parade exit starts.

Start Exit March of nations in proper order.

Precede teams to Menlo and have Traffic Manager and assistants
ready to load teams in busses, along sidewalks, where busses
should be ready, and start, with police escort to Village, before
crowd gets out.

Assisting in Exit March.

Have band prepared to continue with proper music if Recessional
finished before all teams are off the field.

Take banners and flags from carriers as they enter tunnel on
exiting and have them returned to storeroom.

Sports Stop music at appropriate point during Exit March (judging by
Director conduct of audience whether it is necessary to interrupt the music),
with an announcement of the closing number.
21 4:20 Last team leaves field.
Sports Introduce closing number, or make suitable closing announcement.
Director
29 4:30 Finish.
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